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Menu of Ideas for Taking Climate Action: Which climate solutions should you prioritize?
	     BIG MOVES FOR OAK BAY
	SCALE FOR COLLECTIVE ACTION

	1. Healthy ecosystems & resilient green infrastructure - on public & private land in streets & alleys


	· Replace/reduce lawns on public boulevards with shrubs/ground-covers, for leaf litter recycling to retain organic matter onsite & reduce maintenance/leaf-blowers
	Household, Block, Neighbourhood


	· Establish pollinator corridors & sidewalk gardens with adaptive native plantings to enhance/restore biodiversity 
	

	· Create/maintain vegetable gardens for local food production on public boulevards
	

	· Street-tree stewardship with summer watering regime & soil restoration to reduce compaction if required
	

	· Greening alleys with shade trees, pollinators, and increased pervious areas
	

	· Replace 2+ parking spaces per block with ‘bulge-outs” of green space for traffic calming, increased pervious area, & improved tree canopy/cooling
	Block, Neighbourhood, with District collaboration


	· Install raingardens/stormwater swales to reduce flooding, conserve soil moisture, expand tree rootzones
	

	· Parklet on every block for successional planting, natural regeneration, safe nature play etc., through partial road closures or depaving
	

	· Cool spots or refuges for vulnerable people in heat emergencies, as a shaded social gathering place, through increased tree-planting, water features, shade structures etc.
	

	· Tree planting and food/pollinator gardens in school-grounds for shade, cooling & health-benefits.
	Neighbourhood

	· Visibly labelling demonstration-projects in yards or blocks as climate friendly, to inspire others
	Household, Block

	

	2.  Energy-efficient, low-carbon, healthy homes  - houses, apartments, and other buildings


	· Completing energy upgrades (retrofits) through sealing/replacing windows, loft insulation etc, to reduce energy use & costs over time
	Household, Block (via bulk purchases)

	· Deep energy retrofits or Passivehaus conversions, eg. with exterior insulation, triple-glazing, ventilation  etc.
	

	· Install electrical heating/cooling pumps to replace gas or oil furnaces for space-heating & to provide air conditioning
	

	· Switch to renewable energy sources such as solar photo-voltaic roof panels or tiles (potentially linked to EV chargers), to provide increased energy security and to cool homes in summer
	

	· Install solar hot water system or switch to electric water heater to cut natural gas use
	

	· Install white, pale or reflective roofing to cool homes in heat waves 
	

	· Carry out storm-proofing of building exterior, roofs, fixtures etc.
	

	· Shade houses by planting suitable deciduous trees near S/SW facades especially, for summer cooling while enabling solar gain in winter
	Household


	· Install green roof(s) to provide summer cooling and reduce stormwater flooding
	

	· Conserve water by reducing shower length, installing low-flow fixtures, only running full loads of dishes & laundry, and flushing the toilets less often
	

	· Conserve energy by unplugging appliances & devices not in use (phantom loads), choosing energy efficient products (lightbulbs, dishwasher etc.), and reducing heating energy by wearing clothes that keep you warm. 
	

	· Visibly labelling homes that have done basic energy retrofits (eg. blue chimneys)
	Household, Block

	3. Low-carbon, safe, healthy transportation


	· Arrange to work from home several days per week if possible
	Household


	· Choose an active transportation mode such as walking or biking.
	

	· Increase transit use
	

	· Organize ‘Walking school buses’ for getting kids safely to school without driving (with umbrellas if necessary!)
	Block, Neighbourhood

	· Promote active transportation corridors through signage, bike-lanes, walking paths, tree planting for shadeways, etc.
	Neighbourhood, with District 

	· Use car-shares or car-pooling to reduce emissions and gas costs 
	Household, Block, Neighbourhood

	· Switch to electric bike/scooter/car, plug-in hybrid vehicle, or other low-carbon vehicles
	Household

	· Install an EV charger in your home if EV user
	

	· Install a shared EV charging station on the block 
	Block, with District 

	4. Healthy sustainable gardening & local food – in front & back yards, roof-tops and patios


	· Increase/maintain ‘worm habitat’ (pervious area) by depaving back yards/ driveways and using permeable paving, to reduce summer heat and flash-flooding
	Household, Block


	· Install raingardens or mini-wetlands in private gardens to reduce flooding, conserve soil, & increase biodiversity
	

	· Establish drought-tolerant (xerophyte) plantings to convert lawn and paved areas to low maintenance adaptive  vegetation
	

	· Tree planting in private front/backyards for cool-spots & multiple other ecosystem services//health benefits
	

	· Create local food gardens using vegetable beds & planters, west-coast greenhouses, chicken-coops etc. where permitted, for increased food security and quality
	Household, Block, with District 

	· Establish food forests/orchards for fruit and nut production
	Household, Block, Neighbourhood
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	· Water conservation, stormwater management and water harvesting through installation of rain butts, cisterns, disconnecting down-pipes from drains in dry areas, etc.
	

	· Compost food scraps & garden cuttings onsite, to reduce methane in landfills & store carbon in improved soil 
	

	· Switch to electric garden equipment such as leaf-blowers, mowers, etc., to reduce emissions, health impacts and noise
	

	5. Sustainable lifestyle changes – primarily for individual/household behaviour (Goal #1)

	

	Carbon budgeting & emergency response
	

	· Track your own carbon footprint, set goals for reducing your carbon emissions in key ways (test options with the carbon calculator), track progress by remeasuring at regular intervals, and share with others
	Individual or household

	· Limit/reduce travel by flights. Purchase carbon offsets for flights when possible
	

	· Prepare emergency response kits with supplies, tools, water, key contacts etc.
	Household, Block

	Purchasing
	

	· Avoid plastic when possible: choose glass, paper, wood, or metal
	Household

	· Establish a tool-sharing ‘library’ in your neighbourhood
	Block, N’hood

	· Choose clothing made of natural fibers (linen, cotton, bamboo etc.)
	Household


	· Buy second-hand or recycled products where possible; repair things wherever you can
	

	· Avoid online purchases with wasteful packaging
	

	Food choices 
	

	· Change diet: eat more plants and less animal products, especially red meats
	Household


	· Avoid wasting food. Meal planning can help prevent this
	

	· Buy local and organic when possible, to protect the health of the soil and cut food miles
	

	· Join a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program to get your fruits and veggies
	

	· Bring your own containers when you buy take out, instead of single-use options 
	

	Get Involved
	

	· Talk up climate action and use the Oak Bay Coolkit to engage & motivate others 
	Block, Neighbourhood

	· Check on vulnerable/older people during heat waves or other extremes: develop/share social network & contact list 
	

	· Join/support organizations that align with how you want to fight climate change
	Household


	· Attend community events and join other local climate initiatives
	

	· Speak at Council sessions on climate issues and get involved in community consultation on climate policies
	

	· Vote for candidates with strong climate change policy platforms
	

	· Write letters to politician, business, or media outlets requesting or suggesting changes you would like to see
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