
Patrick Arena
The modern game of ice hockey was

significantly shaped in this historic Oak Bay building

Dwyer image courtesy Royal BC Museum and Archives | D-07151 .....

Patrick Arena (1911–1929)
Empress Street (Epworth) at Cadboro Bay Road

The Patrick Arena was built in 1911 to house Victoria's entry,
the Victoria Senators, into the newly-formed Pacific Coast
Hockey Association created by the Patrick family — brothers
Lester and Frank and father, Joe. The three-team league
included the Victoria Senators, the Vancouver Millionaires and
the New Westminster Royals. Lester ran the Victoria franchise
out of the Oak Bay arena while Frank managed the Vancouver
franchise out of the new Denman Street arena.
Six lots were purchased along Empress Street (Epworth) at
Cadboro Bay Road in 1911 and building commenced on the
Patrick Arena in late April of that year. The arena cost
$110,000 to build and could accommodate 4,000 spectators.
The arena officially opened with public skating on Christmas
Day, 1911, and the first hockey game was played on January
2, 1912. It was a historic game because it was the first hockey
game in Canada played on artificial ice.
Many hockey "firsts" happened in this building, including:

https://search-bcarchives.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/informationobject/browse?topLod=0&query=D-07151


Introduction of the forward pass
Introduction of the bluelines
Introduction of the penalty shot
Introduction of changing on the fly
Introduction of recording assists
Elimination of rule requiring goalie to stand upright
Introduction of numbers on jerseys
Introduction of post-season playoffs
Introduction of the farm system

And it was in this historic Oak Bay building that Lester
Patrick's Victoria Cougars won the Stanley Cup by defeating
the Montreal Canadiens in 1925.
The Patrick Arena was destroyed by fire on Remembrance
Day, 1929.

SPECIAL THANKS
Dave Unwin and the Greater Victoria Sports Hall of Fame

PHOTOGRAPHS
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PATRICK ARENA FIRE — November 11, 1929
Hours after the pre-dawn fire

Click on photo to view panoramic enlargement — 348K

Do you have any photos of the Patrick Arena?
If yes, please specify in the form below
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ARTIFACTS

Do you have any Patrick Arena artifacts?
PROGRAMS, NEWSPAPERS ADS, ARTICLES, ETC

If yes, please specify in the form below

RECOLLECTIONS

Do you have recollections of the Patrick Arena.
If yes, you can use the form below if you wish

SUBMISSIONS

Do you have any
photos, artifacts or recollections

of the Patrick Arena?

PLEASE CONTACT US
Your contribution may become part of Oak Bay history!

You can email us, with attachments if available
OR

You can use the Online Submission Form, below

Online Submission Form

Topic
PATRICK ARENA

Photographs
 No, I don't have photo(s)
 Yes, I have photo(s), as noted below

Artifacts
(newspaper article/ad, etc)

 No, I don't have any artifacts
 Yes, I have artifacts, as noted below

mailto:garywilcox@shaw.ca


Recollections

Submitted by:

Name

Email

Personal Description (Optional)
OBHS class of 1950 / former Oak Bay resident /
granddaughter of Flora Jones / or whatever . . .

Address (Optional)



Only if you would like to receive the gift print

Spam Filter
Please delete word "SPAM" and

enter name of current month
SPAM

After clicking on the SUBMIT button . . .

SUBMIT

you will be returned to the encyclopedia
in a few seconds.

Thank You!

Return to section "P" of the encyclopedia
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